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1. the Society for CermaaSoviet Friondship (Gesellschaft fuer Deutsche 
Sowjetische Freundschaft) was established on 30 June LO7, at which time 
it was called tho Society for the Stusy of the Culture of the U.S,S5.2, 
(Gesellschaft cum Studiua der U.S.8.h.). Its initial membership nurbered 
TT about. 25000 and consisted of intellectuals 9 pedagogues, university pro» 
fessors, political functionaries, and representatives of numerous none 
Conmunist institutions 3 both political and cultural, as well as of the covern 


ment and the econony. Its purpose being the spreading of pro-Soviet propaganda 
and the expansion of Soviet influence, the Society featured film shows » theater 


Unter den Linden with a theater adjoining which was called the House of Soviet 

Culture (Naus dor Sewjetkultur) and was opened to Gorman visitors. At that 

tine, the activity of the Society was axpanded , An extensive prorrar 

of entcrtaiment and performances was initiated while at the sane time the occu. 

pation authority ostensibly curtailed its om participation. Accordingly, the 

nenbership rose to ayproxinately 20,000 in the spring of 1948 and, one yoar 
later tas approxinately 7053000. Thus, the Socioty was rapidly bocoring a true 
mass orcanisation capable of spreading cffective propaganda for the U.5.5.lt, 

- praising it as the seat of world socialisn anc the champion of all prozrossive 

.. forces throughout the world, 
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ee i ‘perfornances, and theater visits; lectures, —§ debates, and, also to sone extent, 

i 7) ' fexhibits; usually in close cooperation with the political and cultural officers 
ae toy. | OL the Soviet occupation power, The latter maintained oficial and social 
1h im dor contact with the Society which, in a nunber of cases, was openly publicized 
Ae ose ™ anc the Soviet occupation authorities also occasionally furnished food, alco~ 
Lge al holic beverages, and tobacco for parties Given by the Socicty. 
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3. The corps of functionaries required for this type of orsanization originated in 
_ the Society and was‘ developed along with other bodies of functionaries in the 
varLous political, economic,and administrative institutions making up tho mae 
chinery of the Sovict Zone state, It was hoped that through close relations 
anong these functionaries, a complete ideological control of the stabe and all 
orzanizations engaged-in shaping public life could be achieved, thus establish. 
ing the concept of friendship with the Soviet Union on & firm basis, The 
international situation, however, and the differences between the Soviot Union 
_ and the vestern Allies which led to the formation of tio German Governnonts ° 
adversely affected the attainnent of this goal, It appeared that, in the SFD ; 
'. as well as in other orzanizations in the Soviet “one of Germany which advocated 
; : “ocialisn,y 
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there were uany who believed that propaganda urcing friendship 

and cooperation with the 0.5.5.R. wild make it more dif ‘iewlt to 
persuade.the Jernan people to accept the Marxist. ideolosy, copecially 
in view of the experiences which many. dermans suffered at the nands 
of the Soviet invaders im 195. Therefore, 1t became necessary to cive 
the concept of friendship with the U,o.5.1, a strong impebus, whic. was 
to be accomplished through the Society. 


he In the spring of 1950, the membership of the Society anoroximated 1,000,090, 
At that time, 1t was definitely clear that, as a political parti and the 
only responsible bearer of political power, the S!D was wnable to oblain 
sufficiont popular backing to convert the Soviet sone German Jenocrabis 
fepublic into a satellite of the U.S.5.%,. j!s a result it appeared to be 
‘aporopriiat, to transform the SED from a party of the massos inha a party 
consisting primarily of a hard core of functionaries similar to the Comune 
nist Party of the U.5.5.R, (Belshevist) and to. concentrate apon reachins 
the masses throuch the Kational Front ard its branches, the National 

Front Comaittee and tre National Council, particularly with recard to volie 
tical and propaganda matters relating to all of Gormamyr, roving political 
importance was also attributed to the Uoscow-controlled vorld Peace | orenont 
with ite German Peace Vonaittee (Deutsches Friedonskomnitee) in Serlin. 

The Society for Soviet—terman Hriondship was closely connected with both 
oryanizations, stressing in the Peace Comittee the conception of friend 
ship with all peoples, partictlarly with the 3.5,5.K. as the stronzest 
power for peace, and in the Mational Front, placing emphasis upon por~ 
traying the U.8.5.R. as the friend of Germany and the charipion of her 
nabional independence, ‘the Society thus developed from a mass organisation 
into a political front organization, establishing the ideological. Line for 
all political forces, organizations;and movements; it now comorises more 
than two and one half million members about LO percent of whom Live in 
vestero Sernany. ; 
5S. The developmental stages of the Society described above are iMiustrated 

more clearly by the structural chanyes reflected ino breakdowm of ths 
nembership figures into the varloug secial ciesses. 4n 1945, nore than 

16 percent of the nenbers were white collar workers and 21 percent were 
intellectuals, university,and high schocl students, At the sane time, 

workers nade up less than 12 percent and acricvltural workers Less than 
one perconb. Ayear later, whem thea nemborship had risen to about 

70,000, which represented about three and one half tines its provious 
mumbor, the percentage of the workers hag almost doubled, having risen to: 

sore than 20 cent witle the percentage of the other crowps had scarcely 
changed (sie), In 1950, whon the membership approxinatea a million, tac workers 
“represented the Largest single sroup, making wi wore than 37 percent compared 
‘with 3) percent for the white coller worker: ,vhile the percontage of the 


fe 


intellectuals and students had fallen to 1. porcont,and the percentage of 
the farmers and acricultural workers remained insignificant. 


&.. The che ages in the cherarter and mission of the Society also offected the 

activities of the lovier-Level units. «hile social work first rested with 
lowsely organized circles and student groups, tv later shifted to res 
dential groups,and now, in a large measure, it lies with the enterprise 
groups in which the services of more than 50 percent of the menbers ars 
being enlisted for social work, These enterprise group activities are 
characterised ab present by Gornam-Seviet exchanges of experiences under 
the “Learn-from-the-Soviet-Union Program" which is to reorranize nanacce 
ment and labor in accordance with the Yoviet pattern and is executed. in 
cooperation with the FDOB, the ideological preparation and penetration of 
the emberprises being accomplished Wy the Society and the orvaniaational 
planning by the FDGR. 
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the Riguest-level orjanisational bedy of the Gociety is the Serial. 


yemitiog vi:ich controls the Land Committees in Land itvandenbur:, 
Thuringla, Saxony, vanonyinhalt, leeklonbur:: and Greater verlin, The 
Land Conmuittees in the Laendor control the Kreis Vormittees. The Kreis. 


Comittees do not necessarily coineide in their jurisdiction with the 


administrative division of the nreise, They incluce the local avencies 
with their sulumits, the residential or local Spoups, and the enterprise 
Sroups, tho lather boing comsosed of nenbers workine in enterprices. 


The body which decides the cissions and objectives of the orvanigzation 


“is the Concress which, according to the statutes, is required to core 
vene at leas’ every two vears,or whenever it is requested oy the majority 


of the Land Cormittess which are represented in the Fonzress by deles 
gates. In addition to the normal recoonsililitics such ae tho reridering 
of a stateuent of accounts and a cash report, the congress elects the 
presicent, the vice resident, the membors of the Central Com ibtes (not 
less than 72) and adopts a precram of activities , “he 

president represents the boclety in all matters dreluding these pers 
tainins to lav and jurisdiction and convenes the Congress when so 
Girected by the Central Comittee, . The resent president is Friedrich 
Dbert, Cherbuerzerneister of “ast Berlin, He succeeded Professor Jaseren. 
Kuceynski, chief of the Dewteches Wirtschafteinatitut Clornan Seononie 
Institate), “oert was clocted not by the Consress bub rather by the 
Central Conmittee at a session in tho Corlin Nouse of Soviet Culture on 
19 fune 1950, after Kucaynski his predecesyor, hac declared. his resipgnas 
tion at the sane session anc sucvestec that cbert be amointed his suce 
cessor, Inmediately upon asewring the duties of his office, Sbert 
announced the rosicneation of Mens Uarts tho hac bean secrolary veneral. 
Alonz with. the seoretary=conoral, “bert has a firn gracp upon ihe Cone 


gress anc the Central Comittee, which enjoys vory Little opportunity for 


freedom of expression in a truly cdenocratic war, 


the individual actually controlling the Socloty is the secro term coneral 
This office is held at present by Sottiried Gruenbore, Uark'!s successor, 
who previously served as “anister of Sultare of Land hecldlenburs, hon 
he anc “bert appeared on the scene, the orzanizalion received a DY Om 
nounced averessive inoilse., Thoir appointment indicated a revolution 
within the Society and coincided approximately with the purve oY, In sone 
cases, even Legal presesution of a number of intellectuals vhs had been 
prominent in the field of solities and culture, Prominent among the 
latter was Lex unde, editor=in-chief of the triedenspost, the wecldy mara 
gine of the vernarSoviet: coclety, who was brought to trial,- the secre 
tary~zeneral is assisted by 4@ seeretariat vivich, like hin, is elected 
by and from the Central Committee over which the president rresicese 


Following is a list of the nenbers of the Central. Comittee who, together 
with the president. and vice-president, were elected cr confirnec i 
office unanimously at the Third Jonzress in January L9G: 


fresident: lriedrich “bert, Cherbuervernaister of Vast Berlin 


Vice-President: 431i redel, writer, 


of the Laendcer 


- Vieo~Presidents br. “sinhold Lebedang, orosiden+ of the Chamber 


fice-Frosident: rich wirth, lathe opara tor 


Sentral vormittee: 


villi-fetor Konzok, state secrotary - 


“Anita Deubel, vonan worker 


Johannes Diecknann, presicent of the Peonle's Chambor 


Kaete Dodenhoeff, 1aoorer 
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Eriedrich fr, MLers, member of tho marine fire brigade 
Professor deinrich “hnisen artist 
Friedrich Whrhardt, white collar employe 
irnst trier, student 
Hornann Fabrey, farmer 
Karl. Fritasche, locksmith 
VELLA Freyhoff, laborer and'"Hero of Labor" 
Selna Gabelin, secretary of Land Haxony" 
Lina Gebhardt, housewife : 
Lucie Soesoke P rural housewife 
Gerald { Qoetting; Chu U secretary coneral 
erbert Greiff, director of the steel mill in Drenden! burg 
Gobtifricd Grucnberg, secretary—reneral 
Liesbeth Gruetamacher, apprentice 
Professor Tornann Haack, cartocrapher 
‘Trita Hamachor, coputy secrebry-cconeral, 
Walter Nanke Vaden functionary 
‘arie-luise lenning, secretary of Land lecklenburg 
lrite, Neilmenn, secretary of Land Thuringia 
- Adolf Hennecke, iinisterialrat 
Stefan ‘dexmLin » writer 
Rudolf Nerrnstadt, edi torminchief ef” Meuos Deutschland 
Kurt Hidesheiny. arrioulbural workex 
Huet Hohoiss al, laborer 
Nerbert Lurmabltasch, orcanisation sourdnxy 
Dr, Ernst Saesmel, ministerial anployag 
Fyidolin Larnohl, socretary 
Hefnrieh Kissfel, white collar emilee 


Rudolf iirchnor, EIS fune ticnary 


Joachin Konrad, Laborer: 


Juergen Rucsynski, economist ‘ 
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eine Kurth, chief of. the Jarivization Lepartmont (sie) 

Ytbo Laubor, laborer and "Here of Labor" 

Marcet Laubisch, mechanic | apprentice 
“Prits Leder, laborar 

rrits Leisner, ranarer 

dyno-von Lensici, 2UPD coertittes aenber 

volfecang Lindataedt, Laburcr 

Robert Uaas, resettlec farmer . 

Gtto ieler, President of the Diet of Drendenburg 

Ella Vaniecl, wonan agricultural, worker 

walter Uoobius, tinker | 

Marcarete -veller, tractor criver 

Fosenarie Pueller, teacher 

Vingeng “ueller, DPD secretary 

walter Piduch, mechanical engineer 

Seinrich Rau, idnister of Planning 

dans Reichelt, DED Organization Desar tment 

Tang hodenberr G film director | 

Seno Roomischs, youth secretary 

Para, Romminver, mtident 

Johann Schroeder, Laborery 

Gabriele Sachse, Laborer 

Heinrich Schwarse country pastor 

Josef - Steffens agricultural Loborer 

Proffess sor Dr. Johannes - str nt, president of the Azadery of Set-nces 
Creslaus Seynezalc, vuaaueiad farnor | | 
Henbert Taeschner, LUP secretaryeceneral 
leing Thielemann, Laborer 

wally Tete » Téxite collar employee | 
Heinrich Tlebse, faniar and burgomas ter 

MEL a Epa euudent 
Alfred Sottewite, foreman 


Helmut Unser, cabinetmalker 
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Paul Verner, monber of the central Committee Secretariat 

Theodor Valonzieck, Lockenith 

Paul uandel, ‘Mnistor for Public Zducation 

Paul Jongels, Land secretary in Last ~orlin: 

Klaus willerding, chief of the Snlichtenaent and Provaganda separtnuent 
Frans onzel, eddtoreinechiet 

dutta willie, seanstress 

Georg wollgast, trustee 

Joachin Wolters manager of tho ouse of Soviet Culture 
/ Gerda iindmuoller, hessewife: 7 

lax Zimmermann y resettled farner 

Johamnes Donath, director of the German Bank of Issue (fewksebe Notesbent) 
GM, Pushkin, Soviet ambassador to East Germany 


Gusev. (fnu), VOKS arent. 


‘Uk. In keeping with the designation, "Society for the Study of the Culture 
of the Soviet Union", moat of the names apsearing on the Contral Uowaiititec 
level when the Society was so naind were those of prominent persons from 
the fisids of science, arts, litercture,end public life. The numer of 

- persons in this category was still commaratively larce when, ab the IZ 
.Songress in the sumer of 199, the society was reorsanizcd, Uorgyer, a 
comparatively small number of the previous members ‘was reelected at the 
ITI Congress, even though that assecbly departed fron the estatilished 
rules to elect 65 metibers rather than 75 to the Central Connittee. AONE 
those not reolectec, for exariple, were Professor van Beecl, Gerhard Misler s 

' Sernhard “ellermann, tha noted writer, Stefan Hoynann,and others. “he 
Jentral Cormittee was reorcanised in accordance with the requirenents of a 
mass organization, and with nc particular consideration for the qualifiv — 
Gation of the individual members.. The worl of the Committee consists 
largely of the execution of the working program adopted tyr tlie Consress as 
well as in the control of all activities of the organization during the 
period when the Congress is in recess, Jjlovever, most of these duties are 
performed by special functionaries of the Society and by the SMD rather than 
by the Committee members. Nearly alldecisious arc made by the secretariat: 
which is a traly operational body giving directives anc proparanda and 
political instructions to the Land Committee and exercising a rigid control 
over its subordinate avsencies. A printing office and several publishing 
houses are available. 


3 


12. The Land Committees are orzanized in accordance with a pattern similar to 
that of the Central Committee. ‘Their executive, orvan is the Vonference 
of the Land Delegates. They exercise the same functions and ‘eupLoy the 
sane methods as the Yongress, executing in their areas the missions 
assigned to them by. the Contrel Cormittes throush the secretary~coneral, 
Commarabively spoalcins, they playfmch more active and responsible role 
“than the membors of the Central vomnittee, Ther, too, ‘ave a Land SOCT Gx 
he t i LE Pree TL re a ay saerpelapr, Coe deuce a : 
otaff of fulltine advisors anc con ‘rols an supervises 

ais om instruction ac well as Giese of the Jentral Joordittec in the 

Lower units. ere = 3 
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“He has under his comand kreisinstructors (Sesirlingtructors in “ast 
Berlin) who work in the Kreis branches of the Society. The Kreis 

_ vonmtittees in turn elect a secretariat’, with the “reis instructor 

-usuelly serving as Kreis secrotary, [lo is not subordinate to the 
Krois Committees and thzs is in a position to carry out the instructions 
of the Land secretary and influence the Kreis Vorriittes as well. as the 
soot basic units. ‘he Kreis Committee as well as the secretariat are 
presided over by the first chaixman, The instructor vives puidance snd 

“advice in the drafting of the progran of activitics vhich is prepared 
for all basic units. 4ccordingly, the only responsibility Acft to the 
local, résidentalyand onterprise froups with respect to the procran is 

coe 4 the fixing. of dates anc such minor modifications of the directives as 
soot - Local conditions, circumstances of age, trades and requirements of the 

oo - enterprises demand, 


13. Under the Kreisvorstand is the local group (Ortegrupne) which also has 

. ibs own committee consisting of functionarles in chare of residential: 
and enterprise groups and responsible for collection of dues. These 
basic units are required to revort on social work participated in and 
action taken on cirevtions fron higher headquarters. Their revorts are 
consolidated into a monthly report by the Kreis instructor. This monthly 
report is of considerable importance in guiding hivzher echclons in 
planning and decisions, inasmuch as it contains detailed information con. 
cernin; the political and propacanca activity and develounent of the basic 
units and provides an effective check on all orcanizational matters. 


Li, The functionaries constantly concentrate on developing a proater derree of 
clase. conxLousness anon; a11 members, on promoting their pro-Joviet atte 
.tude and their allerianece to the Soviet political line and willingness to 
fight for the secialist ideals of the Soviet Union, ‘vhe work in the enter-- 
prise groups is intemled to fos$or an exchange of Soviet-German experiences 
thereby transplanting Soviet methods of manazenont, planning, and econory 
into the Soviet done of Germany. It ighlmocst universally reco~nized that 
the final goal is the sovietigation of Germany. A hard core of capable 
functionaries and a disciplined execution of carefully planned activitics 
in which all nembers down to the basic units varticipate, is required for the 
‘achievemont of this coal. 
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